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SUB J : ECUADOR-PERU BORDER TALKS 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER JOSE AYALA HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
JANUARY 25 TO COMMENT ON DECLARATIONS MADE BY PERUVIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER JOSE DE LA PUENTE EARLIER THE SAME DAY. WIRE SERVICE 
REPORTS QUOTED DE LA PUENTE AS SAYING THAT THE RECENT BORDER 
INCIDENTS WERE THE RESULT OF UNDEFINED BORDER AREAS AND THAT 
"THE BORDER DEMARCATION PROBLEMS BETWEEN ECUADOR AND PERU CAN 
BE OVERCOME IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TREATIES IN FORCE BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES". HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ALL PROBLEMS 
RELATED TO DEMARCATION "WILL BE RESOLVED VIA DIPLOMATIC 
DIALOGUE". 

2. AYALA LIMITED HIS REMARKS TO THE PRESS TO A COMMENT THAT 
ECUADOR AND PERU HAD BEEN "CARRYING ON PRELIMINARY CONVERSATIONS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEEKING A FORMULA WHICH WOULD PERMIT 
ARRIVING AT A JUST SOLUTION OF THE WELL-KNOWN BORDER PROBLEMS". 
AND THAT THE MINISTRY IS NOW AWAITING WORD FROM THE 

PERUVIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ON ITS POINT OF VIEW ON 
CONTINUATION OF THOSE TALKS. 
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3. COMMENT: THIS EXCHANGE RECEIVED HEADLINE TREATMENT 
IN MOST LOCAL PAPERS. DE LA PUENTE S COMMENTS HAVE 
RELIEVED FEARS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HERE THAT THE 
JANUARY BORDER INCIDENT PROBLEM WOULD BE SEIZED UPON BY 
THE GOP AS AN EXCUSE TO BREAK OFF BORDER TALKS. AT THE 
SAME TIME, HIS COMMENT THAT THE SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND IN 
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ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING TREATIES IS SEEN AS A REFERENCE 
TO THE RIO PROTOCOL AND THUS RAISES SOME CONCERN ABOUT 
THE GOP'S WILLINGNESS TO CONCEDE ON ECUADOREAN ACCESS 
TO THE AMAZON. THUS AYALA'S RESPONSE, WAS CAUTIOUS IN 
TONE AND LEFT IT FOR THE GOP TO CLARIFY WHERE THE TALKS 
WILL GO FROM HERE. AT LEAST. IT APPEARS, THEY WILL 
CONTINUE. 

CORR 
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